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GM's  Message  07.22.16 

I hope  our  newsletter  finds  you  well.  This  week  has  been  filled  with  EmpowerLA  Town  Halls  and  the 
second  session  of  the  Google  Innovation  Lab.  We've  been  getting  some  great  feedback  on  how  we  can 
improve  our  services  for  Neighborhood  Councils.  If  you  can't  make  it  to  an  EmpowerLA  Town  Hall,  please 
take  a moment  to  take  our  survey  instead. 

In  this  week's  session  for  the  Google's  Innovation  Lab,  we  honed  in  on  our  stories  behind  the  issue  we  are 
addressing  and  the  "Art  of  the  Possible."  ITA  provided  all  the  participants  with  Chromebooks  to  start 
laying  out  our  storyboards.  It's  been  an  amazing  experience  thus  far,  and  I look  forward  to  sharing  our 
final  tactical  plans  in  August. 


As  you  may  know,  Los  Angeles'  Neighborhood  Council  system  is  not  the  only  one  in  the  nation  though  I 
think  that  we  are  definitely  the  most  robust.  The  City  of  Seattle's  Neighborhood  Councils  were  one  of  the 
models  for  Los  Angeles  so  it's  been  with  great  interest  that  we  are  following  the  proposed  elimination  of 
them  this  week.  You  can  read  about  them  in  the  Seattle  papers  here,  here  and  here.  They  are  also 
struggling  with  diversity  and  funding  issues  for  their  Councils  so  we  may  learn  a few  lessons  based  on 
what  happens  in  Seattle. 

I wanted  to  take  a moment  to  thank  Lydia  Grant  for  her  wonderful  work  on  the  Board  of  Neighborhood 
Commissioners.  Lydia  stepped  down  this  week  from  the  Commission  as  the  North  Valley  representative. 
Knowing  Lydia,  she  will  still  be  very  involved  in  all  things  Neighborhood  Councils  because  she  is  such  a 
big  supporter.  I look  forward  to  our  continued  work  together  particularly  on  the  EmpowerLA  Awards  event, 
which  Lydia  launched  last  year  with  the  Congress  Planning  Committee.  Submissions  for  the  EmpowerLA 
Awards  are  open  now  so  please  nominate  your  Neighborhood  Council  so  they  can  be  recognized  for  the 
awesome  work  that  you  do! 

Next  week  is  the  Neighborhood  Council  Budget  Day  on  Saturday,  July  30th.  If  you  haven't  already 
registered,  please  click  here.  We  are  looking  forward  to  hearing  from  Controller  Ron  Galperin,  who  is  a 
former  Neighborhood  Council  Budget  Advocate,  City  Council  President  Herb  Wesson  and  City  Council 
Budget  & Finance  Chair,  Councilmember  Paul  Krekorian.  The  current  Budget  Advocates  will  be  meeting 
tomorrow  in  West  LA. 

Stay  cool  this  weekend! 


Best, 

Grayce  Liu, 

General  Manager 

Department  of  Neighborhood  Empowerment  (aka)  EmpowerLA 
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Mayor's  Message 

The  City  of  Los  Angeles  has  selected  a team  to  design  the  final  1 2 miles  of  the 
Valley  portion  of  the  Los  Angeles  River  Greenway.  Once  completed,  the  greenway 
will  make  it  possible  for  Angelenos  to  walk  and  bike  from  Canoga  Park  to  Elysian 
Valley... 

Read  More 


2016  EmpowerLA  Awards! 


It's  time  to  nominate  your  favorite 
Neighborhood  Council  for  the 
EmpowerLA  Awards!  Each  year, 
the  Board  of  Neighborhood 
Commissioners  celebrates  the 


Clean  Streets  LA  Challenge 

NC  Public  Works  Liaisons  and  Neighborhood  Clean- 
Up  Leaders!  The  Board  of  Public  Works  is  asking 
for  Neighborhood  Councils'  help  in  cleaning  up 
our  neighborhoods  through  the  Clean  Streets  LA 
Challenge! 


achievements  of  Neighborhood 

Councils...  Read  More 

Read  More 


Life-Saving  Year:  Over  30,000  Animals 
Saved! 

36,839  Dogs,  Cats,  Rabbits  and  Others 
Saved! 

Los  Angeles  Animal  Services  surpassed 
expectations  ending  2015-16  with  the 
highest  live-save  rate  of  78.74%  for  dogs 
and  cats... 

Read  More 


Heat  Alert:  Protect  your  Pets  Reminder 

HEAT  ALERT:  Southern  California  is  in 
for  another  heat  wave,  as  temperatures 
are  expected  to  reach  1 00  degrees  or 
more  over  the  next  few  days.  Protect  your 
Pets  in  Extreme  Heat... 

Read  More 


DWP  Reform  - Ballot  Measure,  Brian 
D'Arcy 

Written  By  Tony  Wilkinson.  Nothing 
important  happens  at  the  Los  Angeles 
Department  of  Water  and  Power  without 
the  tacit  approval  of  Brian  D'Arcy... 


Budget  Reps  & Budget  Advocates 

Learn  what  Neighborhood  Councils, 
Budget  Representatives  collectively  per 
Neighborhood  Council  and  Budget 
Advocates  are  responsible  by  reading  on 
here... 


Read  More 


Read  More 


A.'ssi)  Save  The  Date 

9th  Annual 

Valley  Disaster  Preparedness  Fair 

Online  Registration  Opens  July  1 

www.ValleyDisasterFair.com 

Questions?:  lnfo@VallevDisasterFair.com 

Saturday,  October  1,  2016  10:00  am  - 2:00  pm 
Fire  Station  87 — 10124  Balboa  Bl.  (between  Devonshire  St  & Lassen  St.  In  Granada  Hills) 


Fantastic  Speakers:  Valley  Disaster 
Prep  Fair 


NCSA:  Environmental  Advocacy 


The  Southern  California  Preparedness 
Foundation,  sponsors  of  the  9th  Annual 
Valley  Disaster  Preparedness  Fair,  is 
pleased  to  announce... 


Written  by  Pat  Kramer.  Neighborhood 
Council  Sustainability  Alliance  Gives  L.A 
a Chance  to  Get  Involved  in 
Environmental  Advocacy... 


Read  More 


Read  More 


LA 

ANIMAL 
SERVICES  \ 


Attend  the 
City  of  Los  Angeles 
Board  of  Animal  Services 
Commission  Meeting 

Invitation  to  LA  Board  of  Animal  Services  Commission  Meeting  on  7/26/16 

Next  Tuesday,  July  26, 2016,  the  Board  of  the  Los  Angeles  Animal  Services 
Commission  will  hold  its  meeting  in  South  Los  Angeles  and  would  like  to  extend  an 
invitation  to  attend  our  meeting  at  7:00  PM  at  the  South  Los  Angeles  Chesterfield 
Square  Animal  Shelter,  1850  W.  60th  Street... 

Read  More 


You  can  also  keep  up  with  EmpowerLA  on  Twitter,  Facebook,  and  Instaaram. 
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